report of 1932 that was very much like our own Dawson Committee Report of 1920, in that both recommended insurance against ill-health, community medical centres and total care in an organized fashion.
He then takes us through more recent events, the Coggeshall Report to the AMA (1965) , the Kennedy years with the Commission on Heart Disease, Cancer and Stroke (1964) , and the follow-through by President Johnson in legislation on Medicare and Medicaid, the Office of Economic Opportunity and Comprehensive Health Planning.
Since Dr Richmond completed his book the great problems of Medicare and Medicaid have become obvious and the USA is still faced with the very major problems in applying the concept that medical care is now a human and civic right that should be available to all in times of need. JOHN Traditional concepts in child care are examined with their advantages and shortcomings. In her introduction Dr Kellmer Pringle points out that hitherto the child care services, i.e. those provided by children's departments for deprived children, have been regarded as a rescuing service, called in for family crises and emergencies, and longterm planning has played only a minor role. A valuable contribution by R A Parker stresses the conflict between organizations and discusses the underlying reasons for the unwillingness of social workers to co-operate with others in securing co-ordination of the services.
Five articles by experts in their own particular fields are devoted to the needs of special groups. Sheila Kitzinger deals with the needs of immigrant mothers and their attitude to the care of children. She stresses that the social worker must assume the role of a female relative, must understand the society from which the mothers have come, and guide them through a process of adaptation to current urban standards here. Mary Evans, in an article on maladjusted school children, makes a plea for co-ordination between medical and educational services, and A I Rabinowitz, from a day school for children with mixed handicaps, outlines the part that the community can play.
In the final section, Kellmer Pringle emphasizes that there is a common goal in caring for children and that many different organizations have a similarity of purpose. She mentions, but brushes aside, co-ordinating committees and the machinery they provide for co-operation. Instead she puts in a plea for a comprehensively based integrated preventive approach.
MARY T PATERSON
The Management ofInfertility by Melvin L Taymor MD American Lecture Series No. 736 ppxiv+136 illustrated $8.50 Springfield, ill.: Charles C Thomas 1969 This account places particular emphasis on the human and psychological elements involved in infertility, and stresses the need for sympathetic management of the infertile couple. It sets out a concise programme of investigation which is essentially clear and logical, although many would not agree with the author's advocacy of tubal insufflation as a screening test rather than immediate use of hysterosalpingography, nor with his preference of culdoscopy at the expense of laparoscopy. There are short sections covenng most aspects of management, from artificial insemination of donors' semen and the indications for testicular biopsy, to the technique of tubal surgical procedures and the induction of ovulation, but the book finishes as it starts, by stressing the need for careful and systematic, but above all human, management of the couple as a unit.
PETER J PATERSON Textbook of Radiology edited by David Sutton MD FRCP FFR assisted by Ronald G Grainger MD MRCP DMRD FFR ppxi+1186 illustrated £15 Edinburgh &London:E& SLivingstone 1969 The publication of this book is a notable achievement. The editors are to be congratulated on seeing the need for a concise, compact textbook covering diagnostic radiology as practised in this country. The book follows the conventional pattern, consisting of separate sections for each system of the body written by recognized authorities. In spite of the large number of authors one of the striking features is the way in which the editors have avoided the verbiage traditional in many radiological texts and have imposed a clear style throughout. The book is aimed at senior trainees and consultant radiologists. The former will wonder what they did without it. The latter will find much of interest although the text has deliberately not been made sufficiently comprehensive for use as a reference for obscure problems.
The balance of the book is uneven. The most extended parts are the section on neuroradiology and the chapters on congenital heart disease. The other sections are less detailed but with two exceptions provide an excellent account of the basis of current radiological practice, and most chapters have a list of key references as a guide to study in greater depth. The two exceptions are the sections on the gastrointestinal and urinary tracts, which appear to have been pruned excessively in an attempt to keep the size of the book within bounds. The urinary section has been shortened so much that there is no mention of entities as important as perinephric abscess, renal infarct or renal vein thrombosis, and there are no references at all. This imbalance should not, however, obscure the general excellence of the book. It will be compulsory reading for all radiologists in training and has much of interest for their seniors. It is good value at the price.
I KELSEY FRY
Pulmonary Emphysema and Related Lung Diseases by Theodore Rodman MD and Francis H Sterling MD pp xii +468 illustrated 247s St Louis: C VMosby 1969 London: Henry Kimpton This book presents an American viewpoint on those lung diseases in which the most prominent functional disorder is chronic airways obstruction. Perusal of it suggests strongly that the proportion of the authors' cases in which this disorder is strongly correlated with anatomical emphysema is higher than is commonly observed in this country, where chronic obstructive bronchitis would be the most appropriate diagnostic category for the majority of cases. Definitions of emphysema, asthma and chronic bronchitis, based on those approved by the American Thoracic Society, are given in the first chapter. After a detailed description of a typical case of panlobular emphysema, 'variant syndromes of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease' are discussed, and among these a very characteristic case of chronic obstructive bronchitis is described. Thereafter little attempt is made to discriminate between these categories. A figure, with the legend 'Spectrum of emphysema-bronchitis complex', consists of a shaded area having the shape of a normal distribution curve, one tail labelled 'pure pulmonary emphysema' and the other 'pure chronic bronchitis'. This would seem to imply that the authors regard the whole of the 'emphysema-bronchitis' complex as etiologically (or possibly in some other unstated way) homogeneous; but at least one rare type of emphysema, that associated with al antitrypsin deficiency, is now known to be etiologically distinct; possibly others are. The condition described on p 55 as 'pseudoasthmatic emphysema' would in this country be classified as intrinsic asthma, with at least the pragmatic justification that .the treatment appropriate to it is different from that of diseases characterized by fixed airways obstruction. Bronchodilator, antibiotic and other drug therapy, and the elaborate paraphernalia available and widely used in the United States for intermittent positive pressure breathing and inhalation therapy are described in detail. While this book will be of interest to those experienced in this field, it cannot be recommended to those seeking guidance in the problems of chronic respiratory disease in this country.
J G SCADDING
Studies of Pseudohypertrophic Muscular Dystrophy by Charles A Bonsett MD American Lecture Series No. 742 pp xiii+159 illustrated $11.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1969 A name with the prefix pseudonever contributes to a clear understanding of a phenomenon. 'Pseudohypertrophic', applied by Duchenne a century ago to enlarged dystrophic muscles, has been actively misleading; for it is gradually becoming accepted that true muscle fibre hypertrophy occurs in the early stages of the disease and only later gives way to the fibrosis and fatty infiltration which Duchenne thought was the fundamental lesion. Fibre hypertrophy, incidentally, is one of very few clinical or pathological features of muscular dystrophy which can not readily be explained as the consequence of fibre degeneration, and as such it has not been sufficiently exploited as a potential clue to the pathogenesis of the disease.
Dr Bonsett is an advocate of the 'true hypertrophy' theory. His book presents a number of personal creeds concerning the nature and pathogenesis of one (the Duchenne) type of muscular dystrophy. The more notable of these are (1) that fibre hypertrophy is a compensatory physiological response to postural demands upon weak muscles but that it hastens the degeneration of the affected fibres; (2) that the initially selective muscle involvement characteristic of the disease is determined mechanically by postural activity and by over-stretching; (3) that loss of muscle elasticity reduces spindle tension, thus abolishing the tendon reflexes.
His thesis contains several interesting observations and ideas but the many logical fallacies, the use of special pleading and the frequently unorthodox histological interpretation inevitably undermine the reader's confidence. Those with little experience of muscular dystrophy should read other books first. D GARDNER-MEDWIN
